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40 years of REHACARE
For 40 years now, REHACARE has been contributing to self-determined life, 
participation, autonomy and inclusion. Also in 2017, REHACARE once again provided 
important impulses for these topics and inspired all those involved. Around 39,000 
trade experts, affected persons and their relatives from more than 70 countries 
visited the world’s leading trade fair for rehabilitation and care in order to gather 
information about the latest developments and findings from science and research. 

780 exhibitors from 39 countries presented intelligent, high-quality aids and innovative 
products for almost every disability and for the care sector. Around 100 associations 
and organisations from self-help and the social economy offered counselling services 
and addressed current issues of disability and health policy. These are topics that 
are becoming increasingly important in view of the demographic developments. The 
demand for products and services for rehabilitation and care as well as for age-
appropriate services is constantly increasing. With its combination of product show, 
theme parks, forums and interactive activities, REHACARE is exactly the right market-
place that shows all the possibilities for a largely self-determined life.   

You will find more information at: 
www.rehacare.com



Upon the occasion of REHACARE‘s 40th anniversary, 
there was the possibility to use funny props in Hall 7.0 
to take very special souvenir photos of your visit to the 
trade fair.

You can even find more funny pictures on our 
Facebook page: facebook.com/REHACARE 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/REHACARE/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1567263029963111


Visitor opinions on REHACARE 2017

You will find even more visitor statements at:
www.rehacare.de/gallery_visitors2017

Jiang Chan (left) and Marine Zhu 
(right) from Beijing, China, are 
looking for new technologies and 
products in the field of hospital 
and elderly care.

Lina Stahlhut (left) and Laura Wernecke 
(right) from Hünxe have written an article 
for “Kalendrina”, a project of the BRSNW-

Sportjugend. They like the fact that you can 
try out so many different things in the Sports 

Center, such as the wheelchair course. 

Thibault Gagneu, Romain Diaz, Julien 
Robardet and Antonio Silveiredo (from 
left) from Geneva and Lausanne are rehab 
technicians and would like to find out 
about new products in the field of child 
mobility and electric wheelchairs. When it 
comes to REHACARE, they especially think 
of the key words: innovation, technology 
and encounters.

Inge and Heinz Ruhl from Dinslaken have been at 
REHACARE several times. They find it particularly 
impressive that there is so much choice and innovation 
in the field of child and youth mobility. They also like 
the fact that you can take a closer look at products such 
as the stairlift and try them out.

Karen and Tim Sander (from left) 
find that REHACARE offers a good 
overview and a relaxed atmosphere. 
They were particularly positive 
about the respectful atmosphere at 
the trade fair.



Exhibitor opinions on REHACARE 2017

Hiltraud Linnow, sales representative at leguano, 
describes the fair as “outstanding, excellent and 
professional”. The company for barefoot shoes 
is not the first time represented at REHACARE. 
“This is where we meet the audience that needs 
our products,” explains Linnow what she likes 
about their trade fair appearance.

To Bruce Mascull (right in the 
picture), Business Development 
Manager of the New Zealand 
company medifab Ltd., REHACARE 
not only means the “location” 
Düsseldorf, but also “passion and 
energy”. “Being in touch with our 
European customers and meeting 
new ones,” is something the 
company really likes about the 
trade fair.

Orthopaedic aids, crutches and handsticks made in Germany 
are available at the booth of Ossenberg GmbH, Hall 4/A40, 

but not only German regular customers are guests of 
the company from Rheine. “We like REHACARE because this 

is where our international clientele comes from. This gives us a 
common meeting place,” explains Sales Manager Andreas Fritz.

“It’s nice to be able to make a lot of interesting contacts 
here, especially with affected families,” is how Stefanie 
Ruhfus describes her impressions of the fair. The graduate 
ergotherapist has already represented the team of the 
holistic and animal-supported therapy centre for the third 
time at REHACARE.

The company van Raam produces special 
bicycles and appreciates not only the 
proximity to the Dutch headquarters, 

but also “that we come into contact with 
other companies and manufacturers here. 

And of course we can present ourselves 
perfectly,” says Huub Ressing.

You will find even more exhibitor statements at:
www.rehacare.de/gallery_exhibitors2017



Rehabilitation of the future 
The chances of a self-determined life despite disability, dependency on care or old age are increasing. 
This is shown by the advances in medical technology which were presented at REHACARE 2017. 
Innovations included wheelchairs, for example, which can be controlled by using smart glasses, 
by head movement or by a few words alone. In the future, cars will be able to perform gas, braking 
and steering functions conveniently via digital systems using a joystick. Furthermore, individual aids 
such as a leg prosthesis can be printed out to fit precisely with the help of 3D printing. 

Market-ready innovations, but also prototypes that are on the verge of market maturity, were 
presented at REHACARE. The trade fair has thus once again shown that it is used as a presentation 
platform for future-oriented product concepts by international exhibitors.

More on the topic of the CYBATHLON Experience at:
www.rehacare.de/cybathlon_experience2

CYBATHLON Experience – a highlight 
at REHACARE 2017

There was also great interest in Hall 4, where the CYBATHLON 
Experience from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich – 
ETH Zurich demonstrated impressively what modern assistance 
technology can do for people with disabilities, but also where its 
limitations lie. In exciting show contests, people with physical 
disabilities, supported by intelligent technical assistance systems, 
competed against each other. Two different obstacle courses had 
to be mastered – one with wheelchairs, the other with robotic 
exoskeletons. The aim of these show competitions is to improve the 
everyday usability of technical assistance systems and to promote 
research and development. 



Living with Care @home

The Forum Living with Care @home of the Nieder-
rhein Nursing Academy (Pflegeakademie in Willich) 
provided a wide range on offer including further 
education and information for nursing professionals 

as well as for caring relatives. A large number of visitors took the opportunity 
to gather tips for everyday nursing care in workshops, lectures and personal 
conversations and to inform themselves about support offers. The “Wound 
Day” was of particular interest as the topic of decubitus prophylaxis and 
treatment is of great importance for anyone who provides care. 

Leben mit 
Pflege    

Living with 
care

@home   

You can find more information on 
Living with Care @home at:
www.rehacare.com/care_forum

Congress, forums and much more



REHACARE-
Forum

REHACARE
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REHACARE Forum 

The REHACARE Forum in Hall 6, which this year 
offered a successful mix of specialist lectures, panel 
discussions as well as art and culture, was also very 
popular. Experts from the fields of self-help, social 

economy, politics and funding agencies focused in particular on the topic of 
people with disabilities in the world of work. 

Comedian and wheelchair basketball player Tan Caglar provided a lot of laughter 
on the forum stage. With a lot of irony and humour, Caglar repeatedly alluded to 
situations from life as a wheelchair user and cleared up clichés and prejudice in 
relation to people with disabilities.  

Gaby Köster also became a magnet for visitors at the REHACARE. The comedian, 
who fought herself back into life after a stroke, took a lot of time after reading 
from her new novel to answer questions and sign autographs for her fans. 

You can find more information on the REHACARE Forum 
at: www.rehacare.com/forum2

Congress, forums and much more



REHACARE Congress

The REHACARE Congress “We for the Quarter” took place for 
the second time and extended an invitation to interdisciplinary 
knowledge transfer and exchange of experiences. This year’s 
theme was the design of cities against the background of an ever 
ageing population with a special focus on sustainability and 
financing in neighbourhood work. More than 160 representatives 

from municipalities, housing and social economy as well as specialist institutions met on 
REHACARE Friday at the Congress Center South to discuss existing and future business 
models for the development of suitable neighbourhoods for the elderly. A special role was 
played by the thematic tables with a limited number of participants. Here, a particularly 
intensive exchange of experiences regarding the individual interests of the participants 
took place on the basis of selected best-case examples.

In addition, exhibitors from the areas of social economy, housing management and financial 
service providers presented information on these topics at the accompanying “Quarter 
Market”. The patron of the event is the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of the 
State of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

Kongress

More information about the 
REHACARE Congress at:
www.rehacare.com/congress

Congress, forums and much more



Sports Center

Pure action was the order of the day in Hall 7a, 
which once again was transformed into a huge sports 
arena. Participation was expressly desired. Numerous
visitors took the opportunity to try out sports such 

as athletics, archery, table football for the blind and also wheelchair basketball. 
Prominent guests also tried their best in disabled sports: Football professionals 
from Fortuna Düsseldorf sat down in wheelchairs and played an exciting 
match in wheelchair basketball. 

Sport-Center

Sports Center 

More information about sports at REHACARE at: 
www.rehacare.com/sports_culture

Congress, forums and much more



Next year, REHACARE 2018 is waiting for you from 
26 to 29 September. We are already looking forward to 
welcoming you back to Düsseldorf next year. In the meantime, 
stay up-to-date with us at www.REHACARE.de and our 
constantly growing community on facebook.com/REHACARE.

Simple and comfortable online registration
If you would like to exhibit your company and your products 
at REHACARE 2018, please register by 28 April 2018 – online 
at www.rehacare.de/2330 

More impressions with numerous 
photos and videos can be found at: 
www.rehacare.de/live2017e

We are looking forward to REHACARE 2018
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